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AIMS
The overall aims of the Village are to integrate Jewish youth from Israel and 
from the Diaspora, to absorb and support Youth Aliyah (immigration) and to 
instill Jewish and human values in all its students. The Village strives to enable its 
students to fully develop -academically, culturally and socially and at the same 
time guiding their growth as creative and independent individuals, as proud Jews 
and contributing members of society.

SITE
Originally on the outskirts of the city but now located in the very heart of 
Jerusalem, The Dr. Israel Goldstein Youth Village remains a beautiful oasis, 
preserving an atmosphere of greenery and peace. Its location affords its students 
the opportunity of experiencing the unique character and beauty of Jerusalem.
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HISTORY
The Village, which served as one of Youth Aliyah’s absorption centers, was opened 
in 1949 with 40 orphaned survivors of the Holocaust and a small, dedicated staff.

Founded by Zeev Schikler, an officer of the “Haganah” who took part in the 
battle for Monastery Hill (on which the Village is located) during the war of 
independence in 1948, the Village expanded and flourished under his direction, 
until his untimely death in 1977. The Village was named in honor of the late Dr. 
Israel Goldstein, a prominent American rabbi, Zionist Leader and member of the 
executive committee of the Jewish Agency.

FACILITIES
The facilities of the Village include several dormitories, a school building, infirmary, 
dining hall, library and a cultural center, as well as an auditorium, meeting and 
recreation rooms, a student lounge and a music center; a sports center including 
an indoor swimming pool, tennis courts, a multi-purpose sports field, a spacious, 
modern gymnasium and a physical fitness facility. The Village also maintains a 
plant nursery and limited lands for farming. A residence for the Village graduate 
lone soldiers is being planned. 

COMMUNITY
Throughout its existence, the Dr. Israel Goldstein Youth Village has been a warm 
and supportive home to thousands of youth who arrived from over 30 countries – 
from the East and the West.

Today’s residential student-body of over 350 students includes a large contingent 
of new immigrants from the former Soviet Union, youngsters from France and 
Morocco, Ethiopians and Israeli-born youth from deprived socio-economic 
circumstances. In addition, approximately 100 teenagers from North America and 
Australia participate in short-term educational programs under the auspices of 
Ramah Camps in Israel and 200 students from Jerusalem and vicinity are enrolled 
at the Village as external students.
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An extensive staff of educational, maintenance and administrative personnel 
attend to the needs of the youngsters. Many of the staff live within the Village so 
as to be always available to the students.

The establishment of the international meeting place for Jewish youth within a 
dynamic, educational community provides the opportunity to form friendships, 
reinforcing the common bond of shared Jewish identity and destiny, enabling 
mutual cultural integration and developing attributes of understanding and 
tolerance. The international congregation of youth at the Village stands out as the 
most striking and special aspect of its educational environment.

EDUCATION
The educational framework at the Village is based on the three elementary 
principles of study, community and work.

The Youth Village provides a full junior and senior school academic education from 
the 7th through the 12th grades, preparing its students for matriculation. Sciences, 
humanities, sports, art, communication, agriculture, cinema and theater majors 
are offered. The foreign students at the Village supplement their general studies 
with courses in the Hebrew language, Jewish history, Judaism, Zionism and 
Modern Israel.  Frequent field trips throughout the country help familiarize them 
with their new homeland.  

A vast and varied program of extra-curricular clubs and courses are held in the 
afternoons and early evenings, including folk dancing, music lessons, theater, 
arts and crafts, Jewish tradition and sports.  The Village dance and music troupes 
perform extensively in Israel and abroad and our sports teams participate in 
competitions throughout the country.  The Village Remedial Learning Center 
provides extensive hours of private and group tutoring to all students who need 
extra help with their studies.

According to our ideology, work is an important value and, therefore, an integral 
part of the educational program of the Village, which involves all the students in 
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responsible work positions in the areas of gardening and landscaping, kitchen and 
dining hall duty, office work and general maintenance and upkeep.

In addition to learning skills and molding creativity, this fosters the ideals of self-
help, group cooperation and responsibility, instilling both individual pride in their 
accomplishments and group pride in the Village.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
NA’ALEH This program has been bringing many youth from the former Soviet 
Union to the Village annually since 1993. Designed to offer the youngsters an 
opportunity to receive a quality high school education with matriculation, to 
learn about their Jewish heritage, to be exposed to Israeli life and customs and 
learn Hebrew, the Na’aleh program is open to the 9th -12th graders coming to 
Israel without their families. The Village is justly proud that over 95% of its Na’aleh 
graduates are now Israeli citizens serving in the I.D.F and/or studying in Israel’s 
institutions of higher education. Some Na’aleh students who have completed their 
army service are even employed as counselors at the Village.

MAGSHIMIM PROGRAM OF AUTISTIC CLASSES Several years 
ago the Village opened its doors and its heart to host a city-run educational 
program for low-level functioning autistic youth. Beginning with 8 students in 
2 classes, the program has expanded to its full capacity – now accommodating 
36 students in 8 classes. The full-day /early-evening program provides a full 
range of learning experiences and activities and 
also includes speech, occupational and physical 
therapy, water therapy and animal therapy. 
Whenever possible, the students are integrated 
into the Village activities, ceremonies, festivities 
and outings.  The Village students and staff work 
together on a daily basis as volunteers, assisting 
the dedicated professional staff. Working with 
autistic youngsters has proven to be a valuable 
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and meaningful experience for the Village students, encouraging a desire to give 
of oneself while gaining great satisfaction and fulfillment by helping those less 
fortunate.

FRENCH HIGH SCHOOL For many years the village has maintained a French-
speaking high school for the 10th-12th grades for French speakers from France and 
Morocco, as well as other French speaking countries, who choose to study in Israel, 
usually without their families. The course of study prepares the students for the 
French matriculation while at the same time teaches Hebrew language, Zionism and 
Israel-related studies. Some graduates return to their native land to take their role 
as adult leaders in the local Jewish community, while most choose to accept Israeli 
citizenship and remain to continue their studies and serve in the I.D.F. The Village is 
especially proud that the French program successfully includes both religious and 
secular students.

MUSIC MATRICULATION While music education has always been an 
important part of the extra-curricular program, the Village now offers its talented 
youth the possibility of a full music matriculation program including private lessons 
on their chosen instrument and studies with a musicologist. The success of the 
participants ensures their acceptance into a music academy upon graduation.  

HAR’EL MECHINAH PROGRAM The Village now offers a half-year pre-
army program tailored specifically to youth from the former Soviet Union who 
are not considered Jewish by halacha (Jewish law).    This mechinah,   which is a 
preparatory program for conversion for participants upon high school graduation, 
is not only for Village graduates, but is open to pre-army youth from all over Israel.  
The mechinah program, in addition to teaching toward conversion,   prepares the 
participants for army service   both physically and emotionally.  Upon completion of 
the course,   the conversion process takes place during the waiting period prior to 
induction into the army. 

CONVERSION COURSE Today, the majority of the Village’s 350 residential 
students hail from the former Soviet Union (F.S.U.)  Although they (and their 
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families) can enter Israel by having one Jewish grandparent, they are only 
recognized as Jews by halachah (Jewish law) if their mother is Jewish.  Although 
all our students consider themselves Jews and are eager to learn and absorb 
the Jewish practices and traditions, not being officially Jewish is a problem – 
especially when they are ready for marriage. As, unfortunately, the conversion 
process for adults in Israel can be very problematic for many reasons, the Village 
has established its own conversion course, recognized by the chief rabbinate, to 
ease the process and insure that, upon graduation, the students’ Jewish identity is 
guaranteed. 

 “ADOPTION” PROGRAM FOR AFRICAN REFUGEES In a truly 
courageous move and as a humanitarian gesture, the Village opened its gates 
in the spring of 2009 to 19 youngsters who had been held in a detention center 
in Israel for several months.  They had fled from their homes (Eritrea, Somalia, 
and Sudan) to escape both the horrors of war and induction into the army.  They 
live in the dormitories together with the Village students, but have separate 
classes where they first learn Hebrew and then basic studies.  They are given the 
opportunity to work at the Village in order to earn spending money and, in some 
cases, help their families. 
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P.O.BOX 117 (SHAI AGNON BLVD. 1 Jerusalem)
TEL. (011-972) 2-649-1911
FAX. (011-972) 2-679-2106
Email: jsegal@hava.org.il
 ilona@hava.org.il 
 acholow@hava.org.il 
WEBSITE: http://eng.hava.org.il

For tax-deductible contributions within the U.S.A. checks can 
be made payable to:

P.E.F. Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.
317 Madison Avenue Suite 607
New York, NY 10017

tax deductible donations via creadit card can be made 
via Ne'eman Foundation: 
www.neemanfoundation.com/donate-now/

For tax-deductible contributions in Canada checks
can be made payable to:

The Ne’eman Foundation
75 Lisa Crescent
Thornhill, ON L4J 2N2
or via credit card: www.neemanfoundation.com/donate-now/

For both the P.E.F. and The Ne’eman Foundation it should be indicated 
in a separate note that the contribution be earmarked for the Dr. Israel 
Goldstein Youth Village, Jerusalem

Other contributions can be made directly to the Dr. Israel Goldstein 
Youth Village, P.O.B. 117 Jerusalem 91000 ISRAEL or on our website 
http://eng.hava.org.il/donate-now
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